
Native Plants in Louisiana that are good for shady areas 
 

Scientific name Common name Moisture Size 

Adiantum pedatum Maidenhair Fern Good drainage, moist 1’ 

Amelanchier Serviceberry Good Drainage, Moist 25’ 

Amsonia 
tabernaemontana 

Eastern Bluestar Moist, wet 3’ 

Arisaema dracontium Green Dragon Moist 3’ 

Arisaema triphyllum Jack In the Pulpit Moist, wet 2’ 

Asarum canadense Wild Ginger Good drainage, moist 8” 

Asimina triloba Pawpaw Good Drainage, Moist, 
Occasionally Wet 

30’ 

Callicarpa americana American Beautyberry Moist 3-6’ 

Claytonia virginica Spring Beauty Good drainage, moist 6” 

Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood Dry, moist 65’ 

Crinum americanum Swamp lily Wet 3’ 

Euonymus americanus Strawberry bush Moist 12’ 

Eutrochium fistulosum Hollow Joe Pye Weed Moist, occasionally wet 4’ 

Eutrochium purpureum Sweet Joe Pye Weed Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally wet 

5’ 

Fragaria virginiana Wild Strawberry Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally dry 

9” 

Frangula caroliniana Carolina Buckthorn Moist 30’ 

Geranium maculatum Wild Geranium Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally dry 

1-2’ 

Halesia tetraptera Silverbell Moist, well-drained, 
organic loam 

60’ 

Hamamelis virginiana Witch hazel Good Drainage, Moist, 
Occasional Flooding 

30’ 

Hymenocallis liriosme Spiderlily Moist 3’ 

Illicium parviflorum Star Anise Moist 20’ 

Lindera subcoriacea Spicebush Moist  6-13’ 

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal Flower Moist, wet 6’ 

Maianthemum 
racemosum 

Solomon's Plum Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally dry 

2-3’ 

Onoclea sensibilis Sensitive Fern Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally dry, 
occasionally wet 

1-2’ 

Osmunda cinnamomea  Cinnamon Fern Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally wet 

2-6’ 

Phlox divaricata Wild Blue Phlox Good drainage, moist 1’ 

Podophyllum peltatum Mayapple Moist 1’ 

Polygonatum biflorum Solomon's Seal Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally dry, 
occasionally wet 

2-3’ 

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/adiantum-pedatum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amelanchier/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=amta2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=amta2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ARDR3
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=artr
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/asarum-canadense/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/asimina-triloba/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CAAM2
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/claytonia-virginica/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=cofl2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CRAM2
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=EUAM9
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/eutrochium-fistulosum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/eutrochium-purpureum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/fragaria-virginiana/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=frca13
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/geranium-maculatum/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=hate3
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hamamelis-virginiana/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=HYLI
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=ILPA
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LISU8
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LOCA2
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Polystichum 
acrostichoides 

Christmas Fern Good drainage, moist 1-3’ 

Sanguinaria canadensis Bloodroot Good drainage, moist 1’ 

Saururus cernuus Lizard's Tail Frequent Standing 
Water, Occasional 
Flooding, Occasionally 
Wet 

1-4’ 

Spigelia marilandica Indian Pink Good drainage, moist 1-2’ 

Symplocos tinctoria Sweetleaf wet 45’ 

Trillium recurvatum Prairie Trillium Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally dry 

1’ 

Veronicastrum 
virginicum 

Culver's Root Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally wet 

4-7’ 

Viola sororia Common Blue 
Common Blue Violet 

Good drainage, moist, 
occasionally wet 

6” 

Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders Moist 3’ 
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